MY PREMIERSHIP                   34r
On the loth of February I received from His Majesty a
note informing me that he intended to appoint Krivoshein
Minister of Agriculture and Rukhlov, Minister of Com-
merce. I was enraged and decided to tender my resignation,
but before doing so I called my colleagues into session to
announce to them my decision. They strenuously opposed
my desire to resign and argued me into addressing the
following letter to the Czar:
All the blame for the Government's actions and all the animosities
aroused by them fall first of all upon me. This is a natural conse-
quence of the law about the Council of Ministers, although that law
is not strictly observed and I oftentimes leam from the papers about
important measures taken in most cases by the provincial authorities.
All this places me in a very difficult position, which for the time
being I am enduring in spite of my fatigue and poor health, for I
am sustained by the sense of duty I owe to your Imperial Majesty
and inspired by a feeling of genuine patriotism.
Even now I am prevented from properly unifying the actions of
the Government. Yet the Duma and the reformed Imperial Council
will open shortly and I shall be forced to give account for actions
in which I did not participate, for measures which I am unable to
carry out, and for projects of which I do not approve.
Under the existing conditions a Government whose members lack
solidarity in their mutual relationships, let alone homogeneity of con-
victions and views, is an impossibility. I do not think cooperation is
at all possible between myself and either Krivoshein or Rukhlov. I
had the honour of conferring with your Majesty regarding Krivo-
shein's case and your Majesty was pleased twice to assure me that he
would be in charge of the Ministry but for a few days. On receiving
your note to-day about your intentions with regard to Krivoshein and
Rukhlov, I judged it advisable to verify my views on those two can-
didates through an exchange of opinions with the members of the
Council. I called to-day a private conference of the Ministers, and
we have come to a unanimous conclusion that neither Krivoshein nor
Rukhlov is qualified for the posts in question and that their appoint-
ment would obstruct the activity of the Council and add to the diffi-
culties of my position. Therefore, the Ministers have empowered
me to report the matter to your Majesty and beg you to keep intact
the homogeneity of the personnel of the Government and allow it to